EPHRATA PARKS & RECREATION
COMMISSION CHARTER

MISSION: TO DEVELOP PLACES, FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS THAT
IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN EPHRATA FOR ALL CITIZENS AND
VISITORS WHILE FOSTERING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND PRIDE.

THE EPHRATA PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION WILL IMPLEMENT AND
PROMOTE A PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN THAT REVIEWS OPEN SPACE, PROVIDES
DIVERSE PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES, PROMOTES THE PROPER MANAGEMENT
OF RECREATION RESOURCES, AND ENCOURAGES DIVERSE RECREATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES. THE PARKS AND RECREATION ELEMENT MAY ADDRESS:

COMMUNITY CHARACTER. THE CITY WILL MAINTAIN THE GENERAL APPEARANCE
AND AESTHETIC QUALITY OF THE COMMUNITY.

RECREATION AREAS. THE CITY WILL SEEK TO PRESERVE, ACQUIRE AND ENHANCE
OPEN SPACE AREAS TO PROVIDE A VARIETY OF RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES.

GEOLOGICAL FEATURES. THE CITYWILL PRESERVE GEOLOGICAL FEATURES AND
VISTAS WHICH AREDOMINANT INTHE LANDSCAPE AND AESTHETICALLY PLEASING.
OPEN SPACE AREAS WILL ALSO BE DESIGNATED TO PROTECT CRITICAL AREAS AND
RESOURCE LANDS.

INCOMPATIBLE LAND USES. THE CITY WILL USE OPEN SPACE AND BUFFER AREAS
TO SEPARATE INCOMPATIBLE LAND USES.

OPEN SPACE LINKS. THE CITY WILL DEVELOP LINKS BETWEEN OPEN SPACE AREAS
THAT PROVIDE A VARIETY OF FUNCTIONAL RECREATIONAL USES. THE PLAN WILL ALSO
DEVELOP LINKS BETWEEN OPEN SPACE AREAS AND OTHER USES SUCH AS SCHOOLS
AND COMMERCIAL AREAS IN ORDER TO ENCOURAGE PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED
TRANSPORTATION.

RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES. THE CITY WILL ENCOURAGE PUBLIC AND
PRIVATE ENDEAVORS WHICH PROVIDE A FULL RANGE OF EASILY ACCESSIBLE
RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO ALL PERSONS INCLUDING THE PHYSICALLY
HANDICAPPED, ELDERLY, YOUTH AND ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED.****

THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION WILL ANNUALLY REVIEW “THE CITY OF
EPHRATA COMPREHENSIVE OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLAN”AND BASED ON
FEEDBACK FROM PUBLIC MEETINGS, INPUT, AND SURVEYS, UTILIZE IT AS AGUIDEPOST
FOR ITS AGENDA.

THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION WILL CONSIDER AND BE AWARE OF THE
CITY OF EPHRATA AND OTHER LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS DEVELOPMENT PLANS FOR
CONSISTENT APPLICATION OF PARKS AND RECREATION ACTIVITIES.

THE COMMISSION IS ADVISORY TO THE CITY COUNCIL AND ALTHOUGH NO SPECIFIC
BUDGET IS AVAILABLE THE P&R COMMISSION CAN RECOMMEND CAPITAL
EXPENDITURES AND OPERATION & MAINTENANCE NEEDS TO THE CITY COUNCIL FOR
THEIR APPROVAL.

IN FULFILLING THE ABOVE DUTIES, THE COMMISSION MAY CONDUCTFOCUS GROUP OR
OTHER MEETINGS WITH THE PUBLIC.
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